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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend claims 1, 2 and 4 as follows; please add new claims 16-22; and please cancel claims 3 and 5-15, 
without prejudice or disclaimer. 

1. (Amended) A method for identifying [documents] patents in ^ database which relate to a 
[document] patent under test, comprising: 

[retrieving the document under test from the database;] 

searching the database and storing as first generation [1] data identifying data corresponding to [each 
reference] at least one patent in the database which is cited in the [dorcument] patent under test; 

[retrieving from the database each available ref^eaeeyWentified by the identifying data stored as 
generation 1 data; and] 

searching the database and storing as /^econdv genj^gft^trfS] data identifying data corresponding to 
[each reference] at least one patent in th^ database \^ch is ci^d in [the references] at least one patent 
identified by the first generation [1] dat a: and 

operating on the second generation data to/dentifi^r filter out at least one patent identified in the 
second generation data that is cited in the patent unfler tes^ 

2. (Amended) The method of claim 1, ^rther comprising receiving from a user an identification of the 
[document] patent under test. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Amended) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising displaying at least the [stored identifying] 
operated-on second generation data if [the] a user. 

5-15. (CanceUed) 

16. (New) The method of claim 4, fiirther comprising displaying both the operated-on second 
generation data and the first generation data to the user. 



Pages 

U.S. Serial No.: 09/769,906 



17. (New) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising at least one of: 

(a) storing as first generation data identifying data corresponfling to each patent in the database which 
is cited in the patent under test; / 

(b) storing as second generation data identifying data oorresponding to each patent in the database 
xh is cited in each patent identified by the first generation data; and 

(c) operating on the second generation data to idmtify or filter out each patent identified in the 
sgcond generation data that is cited in the patent under test V 

18. (New) A method for identifying patents m a database which relate to a patent under test, 
comprising: / 

searching the database and storing as first^.g«ieration data identifying data corresponding to at least 
one patent in the database which is cited in tja^atent liider test; 

searching the database and storing as sxa/m data identifying data corresponding to at 

least one patent in the database which dites at least oni^atent identified by the first generation data; and 

operating on the second generation (mt^rw identify or filter out at least one patent identified in the 
second generation data that is cited in the parent under test. 

19. (New) The method of claim^S, further comprising receiving fi-om a user an identification of the 
patent under test. / 

20. (New) The method of (flaim 18, fiirther comprising displaying at least the operated-on second 
generation data to a user. / 

21. (New) The methotfl of claim 20, further comprising displaying both the operated-on second 
generation data and the first gperation data to the user. 

22. (New) The metnod of claim 18, further comprising at least one of 

(a) storing as firs/generation data identifying data corresponding to each patent in the database which 
is cited in the patent unaer test; 
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(b) storing as second generation da^ identifying data corresponding to each patent in the database 
^ which cites each patent identifiedji^j^l^^^^neration data; and 

(c) operating on the SQCov^^^i^Xion data to identify or filter out each patent identified in the 
second generation data that is dfed in the patent under test. 



